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edly termed idolatry. The same God who declares—
" My glory will I not give to another, neither my
praise to graven images" declares also—" Let not
the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the
mighty man glory in his might; let not the rich
man glory in his riches9." kt No flesh may glory
in his presence ;" " he that glorietli, let him glory
in the Lord." The sudden vengeance by which the
vain-glorious ostentation of Herod was punished,
when, acquiescing in the servile adulation of an ad-
miring multitude, " he gave not God the glory? is
a dreadful comment on these injunctions.
These awful declarations, it is to be feared, are
little regarded. Let the great and the wise, and
Extreme ^ie learned, and the successful, lay them
importance seriously to heart, and labour habitually to
of the consider their superiority, whether derived
abovewen- ,»	,	**. i J * *.	^
tionedcon- from nature, or study, or fortune, as the
Derations, unmerited bounty of God. This reflection
will naturally tend to produce a disposition, in all
respects the opposite to that proud self-complacency
so apt to grow upon the human heart: a disposition
honourable to God, and useful to man; a temper
composed of reverence, humility, and gratitude, and
delighting to be engaged in the praises, and em-
ployed in the benevolent service, of the universal
Benefactor.
But, to return to our subject, it only remains to
be remarked, that here, as in the former instances,
the characters of the righteous and of the wicked,
as delineated in Scripture, exactly correspond with
the representations which have been given of the
Scripture injunctions.
The necessity of this cordial unreserved devoted-
ness to the glory and service of God, as being in
9 Jer. ix. 23.

